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ution of the leucocytes was found. The presence of numerous mono-

nuclear leucocytes, and a corresponding reduction of multi-nuclear leuco-

eytes, it is thought by Dr. Thayer, may be a deciding point in the diagnosis.
Dr. Hewetson’s able report on the urine in typhoid showed that the

Diazo reaction test could not be relied on as a positive means of diagnosis;
but that it was found present in most cases. He found the toxicity of the

urine of typhoid patients much increased; the toxic products disappeared

in those cases given antipyrin; the disappearance however was only appar-

ent as the toxicity returned on discontinuing the drug. Under the Brand
treatment the toxic substances were found much more freely excreted by
the urine. Altogether these reports are a valuable addition to our data on
typhoid fever and should be widely read. w. a.

The Intportanee of Employing An�the4a In I/is Diagnosis of Intra-pelvie
Gynecological (Jondztzons. By HUNTER ROBB, M. D., Associate in Gyne-
cology, Johns Hopkins University. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press,
1893.

This brochure is a reprint of papers published in Volume Il of the Johns
Hopkins Reports. In an analysis of 240 cases treated at the gynecological

dispensary of the Johns Hopkins Hospital, Dr. Robb finds that examination

of the pelvic organs without anamsthesia can rarely be depended on to diag-
nose accurately the presence or absence of pathological conditions.

Of 240 cases examined by the author, only eleven were found in whom

the examination without anmesthesia gave the same results in regard to the

condition of the adnexa, as an examination with anmesthesia. In a large

percentage of the cases the adnexa could not be outlined without the use of
an anaisthetic; in only a few cases examined under anaisthesia was there a
failure in determining the position of the organs and correctly diagnosing

the condition. The authors in conclusion state that in all cases where any

doubt may exist as to the condition, after a preliminary examination, a
second examination, this time under anmesthesia, should be insisted upon. A
large number of so-called exploratory and often unnecessary operations

would thus be avoided.

The brochure is illustrated with a number of excellent plates, showing

position of patient during examination. w. a.

Cape of Good Hope.-Reports qf the Government and Public Hospitals and
Asylums, and Report of the Inspector of Asylums, for 1892. W. J. DOnna,
M. D., D. Sc., Inspector of Asylums.

On the 31st of December, 1892, there were 690 patients on the registers of

the asylums and hospitals of the Colony. The increase during the year was

45 patients and the increase in twelve years was 336, the insane population
having nearly doubled in that period. The admissions, excluding transfers.
were 193; the discharges, 83; and the recovery rate, calculated on the admis-

sions, was 35.7 per cent., a slight increase over the highest recovery rate of

previous years. There were 65 deaths; of these 27 were attributed to
diseases of the brain or its envelopes.

Reports of the lunacy system of this Colony for the preceding three years
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have been reviewed in the J0IrREAL, of appropriate date. The record has
revealed a system laboring under great difficulties of construction and lack

of facilities, but administered with energy and in a progressive spirit.

Until the present year the commitment of patients has been under an anti-

quated statute based upon the conception of insanity as crime, and numer-

ous instances were cited of admission deferred tintil after some infraction of

the criminal law. Upon March 15, 1892, the promulgation of a new lunacy

act terminated this reprehensible condition of affairs, and placed the legal

status of the insane upon humane and scientific basis.

Dr. Dodds reports favorably upon the working of this act, and recom-

mends a further extension in its provisions, so that the admission of volun-

tary patients and of patients on urgency certificates, may be legalized after,

the manner provided by the Scotch and the new English lunacy statutes.

Other recommendations for extension of accommodations, betterments and

Improvements in the service are freely advanced, and are fully in line

with the enlightened policy of the colonial government. J. 1,1. M.

Lectures on Auto-Intoxication in Disease, or &lf-Poisoning of the Individual.
By Cu. BOUCIIARD, Professor of Pathology and Therapeutics, Member
of the Academy of Medicine, and Physician to the Hospitals, Paris.
Translated, with a Preface, by Tno�s OLIVER, M. A., M. D., F.R.C.P.,
Professor of Physiology, University of Durham; Physician to the
Royal Infirmary, Newcastlc.upon-Tyne; and Examiner in Physiology,
Conjoint Board of England. In one Octavo volume; 302 pages. Extra
cloth, $1.75 net. Philadelphia: The F. A. Davis Co., Publishers, 1914
and 1916 Cherry Street.

Dr. Oliver has done the profession a real service in translating Professor

Bouchard’s valuable work. Indeed, his own preface to the translation,

which is an admirable expos#{233} of the subject, is alone well worth the price

of the book.

This journal has had much to print of late about auto-intoxication.
Especially will the report on the subject made by Drs. Regis and Chevalier-

Lavaure at the French Congress of .Alienists last year be remembered. It is

a direction in which one may confidently look for further researches and we

feel sure that the presentation in a becoming English dress of the distin-

guished French professor’s well-known work will do much to stimulate
investigation. Already the theory of auto-intoxication has let in a flood of

light on that of causation. Among other discoveries of interest, for in-

stance, it has been found that maniacal urine when injected into an animal

produces excitement and even convulsions while, on the other hand, that

taken from the melancholiac causes mental depression, restlessness, and

stupor. Thus it would appear that auto-intoxication is the cause and not

the effect of the mental condition. Here is a rich field of inquiry for the

asylum laboratory student.

Dr. Oliver’s translation is irreproachable. It seems to us, however, that

he is a trifle over-sensitive about what he calls “Americanisms in spelling,”

for which he disavows all responsibility. The book is published in America

and, primarily, for the benefit of American readers, wherefore it is fitting
that in respect of spelling it should conform to American usage.




